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Every week in St Peter's Church:-

Mondays at 7.30pm :Bell Ringing Practice

1st Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
5th  9.00am Holy Communion, Denstone
6th The Epiphany
7th  10.30am Holy Communion, St Peter’s
11th 3.00pm  Cell Group, 4 Hillrise
7.30pm  Pastoral Team Meeting, St Peter’s
12th 9.00am Holy Communion, Denstone
14th 10.30am Holy Communion, Alton
18th 7.30pm  Mission Possible
19th 9.00am Holy Communion, Denstone
7.30pm PCC Standing Committee Meeting, St Peter’s
20th 2.30pm  Ministry Team Meeting, St Peter’s
21st 10.30am Holy Communion, St Peter’s
25th The Conversion of Paul
3.00pm  Cell Group, 4 Hillrise
7.30pm  Mission Possible
26th 9.00am Holy Communion, Denstone
28th 10.30am Holy Communion, St Peter’'s
29th 7.00pm  Alton Christians Together Meal
Alton Village Hall
31st Education Sunday




TANUARY

The God who believes in you

Each year | try to lose some weight. | do like nopd, and
Christmas is a great time to celebrate, but itsseogood for my
bulk. I've even joined the Gym and found that | ¢ase weight
without cutting down eating because | exercise hard

Sometimes | hear of how New Year's resolutionst stéir so

well, but fade as we enter February. Many of uatwe Church
and had a good experience and thought we couldatontore
during the year but it falls off, some have ganed elothes that
should be used, but how much of Christmas gets ifefa

cupboard when we are back to normal?

| wonder how many people believe in God for re@st of us
can say the creed and know what we’re supposee@lievb, but
knowing it in your head is so different from knowiit in your
heart. At a baptism service we say “Do you beliamd trustin
God.” Trusting means we put our actions into tit@me people
believe in flying saucers or ghosts, but believingsod means
we need to be ready to do something about it, diledke your
name on the object of your belief. Put like thadnder how
many people do believe?

However, we have just celebrated the arrival of Goaarth as a
baby, and will soon rehearse the Easter eventsrewber
Messiah died for us, that we might come close td.Gte is not

blind to our fallibility and sinfulness, yet He sei@ each of us
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something precious, special and worth saving — exath dying for.

God values you — He believes in your worth. | knde values me —
that’s part of why | value Him. Do you?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his ond anly Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but hateral life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemnwbdd, but to save the
world through him. (John 3:16-17)

Brian Leathers

What if the three wise men had been three wise wa@me
Well, they would have asked for directions andvaaion
time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stdtajght a
casserole and given the child much more practiéal g

Susan Perlman

Revised Information

Parish News is published by the Alton with BradRgC (Church
of England) Parish. The views expressed by cortiisudo no
necessarily reflect those of the editorial teamthw publisher
way of sending material for inclusion in Parishwseto the
editorial team is by e-mail to

anne.rogersb@tiscali.co.uk




(dog wepg 0T 1e Aepsinyl Alana uolunwwo) A|oH : NOL1V
(M2e00’6 1e Aepsan] Alaaa uolunwwo) AjoH : INOLSN3IA

uolunwwo) AjoH
dNOoYo
J19Aeid 5921A9S dnolo asleld asleld wdoo'9
Buluion 104 Buiuio Buiuio uony 1akeid Buiuio ¥ ANVHdId3
wegy'0T uollyy Yum wegT’'6 wegT’'6 YIMN wegy 0T Arenuer 1sTg
1akeid Buiuang
1aAeld uolunwwoD asreld uolunwwoD 1aAeld wdpo'9
Buluion AloH Buiuio AloH Buiuang uolunwwo) AjoH € ANVHdId3
wegy 0T WegT 6 wegT’ 6 weoo'TT wdgTZ wegy'0T Arenuer yiyg
1akeid Buiuang
90INIBS 90INIBS uolunwwoD uolunwiwoD wdpo'9
Apweo Apwreo AjoH AjoH ~—~— uounwwo) AjoH Z ANVHdId3
wegy 0T weQoo'0T WegT’ 6 weoo'TT wegy 0T Arenuer yi/ T
uolunwwo) AjoH uolunwwo) AjoH
wdog's 1aAeld 90INIBS uolunwiwoD uolunwwoD wesy 0T 1SI¥HD
1akeid Buiuio Buiuang Ajwre4 AIoH AloH uolunwwo) AjoH 40 NSILdvg
wegy 0T wdog 9 weoo'TT wegT’ 6 WeE’'6 wep0'8 Arenuer yi0T
asleld Bululon uolunwwo) AjoH
uolunwwoD uoluNWWOoD | uouNWWOD wep0'1T 1aAeld wdoo'9
Apwreo AjoH AjoH uolunwwo) AjoH | Buuang diysiop 86y |Iv Z SYINLSIYHD
wegy 0T weQo'TT wegT’ 6 weQo0o’'s wdgTZ Weoe'6 Arenuer pig
ai3aidAvIN NOLNV1S INOLSVT13 INOLSN3A A31avydd NOL1V AVANNS

dVvAN3 VO




Rotas for January

ALTON Sidespersons
8.00 am 10.45 am 6:00 pm
3rd (9:30am) B & A Forrester P Tookey
10th J Hayhurst D & J Eames
17th L & J Moorhouse T Tookey
24th D Goodwin & J Penrose D Ratcliffe
31st D & D Dallimore P Tookey
Feb 7th (9:30am) D Adams & J Lester T Tookey
Readers Offertory

3rd (9:30am) All Age Worship

10th S Aston & B Forrester
17th O McMillan & P James
24th S Hayward & P Pickering
31st L Pickering & A Rogers

Feb 7th (9:30am)  All Age Worship

Prayer Leaders

All Age Worship

A Walters & J Penrose
N & D Goodwin

B & A Forrester

(6pm) S & R Aston

All Age Worship

Communion Assistant

3rd (9:30am) All Age Worship

10th K & M Walker
17th M Swales

24th B Stubbs

31st (6pm) D Crawley

Feb 7th (9:30am)  All Age Worship

Church Cleaning

2nd S Aston & J Penrose Jan
9th A & N Jefferyes Feb
16th P Keates & friends  Mar
23rd J Lester & Friends

30th D Sale & L Knight

Feb 6th S Aston & J Penrose
BRADLEY - Flowers

January Rob Burton

February Susan Anderson

March Jean Babb

All Age Worship
O McMillan & M Swales

S Aston & A Walters

B Forrester & A Forrester

(6pm) B Stubbs & P Pickering
All Age Worship

Brass Cleaning

J & D Eames
N Redfearn & L Pickering
D Goodwin & B Easthill



PRAYER DIARY FOR JANUARY
Prepared byAnn Jefferyes

Week 1: We pray, in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, for ourselves, and our commurty.

1% January: Heavenly Fatherat the beginning of this New Year we give
you thanks for all the people you have used asraiarof your love and
grace to us in this past year. We thank you foir thbedience to your
prompting and pray your blessing on them in thisicg year.

2" January: Lord Jesus, we pray for your comfort for all wire grieving
the loss of loved ones and for whom this New Ye&nss bleak.

3 January: Holy Spirit, we pray for Brian and his family dsey get to
know us all, and this beautiful area to which yawé brought them. Grant
Brian wisdom and discernment to see where youlaeady at work and to
move with your Spirit’s flow.

4™ January: Heavenly Father, we thanks for our neighbourhood an
community. Help us to be good neighbours and #defte needs around us.
5" January: Lord Jesus, when you were here on the earth yessétl the
children who came to you. We ask you now to bldistha children in our
village, guard them from danger and draw them clasgou.

6™ January: Holy Spirit, it is through you that we learn marbout Jesus
SO we pray that we may be more and more open &wvegour power to
support each of us as we seek to live out our @midife in this coming
year.

7™ January: Heavenly Father, we bring to you those whose fiaitiveak
and who find it hard to trust you. Help them to Wwngour peace and love.
8" January: Lord Jesus, out of your great love, you died for We pray
you would strengthen our Christian witness in thdags of increasing
materialism and atheistic attitudes. Wake us Lorgdere we are apathetic
and challenge us when we are tempted to confonmottly attitudes.

o™ January: Holy Spirit, we ask that you would empower us theat the
life of Jesus and take from us any evil thoughtssentments and
un-forgiveness in our hearts that mar our witness.

Week 2: We pray for the world issues confronting us
10" January: Heavenly Father, we pray for the coming of yourgkiom

rule in all the areas of the world where evil aadktiess prevail. Father, we
know that nothing is impossible with you and sopvay your kingdom to



come and your will be done in all these areas.

11" January: Lord Jesus, we pray for an end to world povertgt an
inequality among the nations and that you wouldg ltee weak and
underprivileged to lose their fear and to know tierth in your eyes.
12" January: Holy Spirit, we pray for an end to greed, self-eimist
and  corruption among the governments acress/anld.

13" January: Heavenly Father, we pray for the breaking down of
tribalism, suspicion, prejudice and injustice.

14" January: Lord Jesus, we pray that all in positions of atitgand
power would exercise good judgement in their denishaking and
foster mutual respect.

15" January: Holy Spirit, guide the nations of the world in madi
wise and binding policies to combat the misuse af planet's
resources and to guard our world for future gerarat

16" January: Heavenly Father, we lift to you the whole createatlds
and we ask that by your sovereign power you woultigown all who
abuse their power and privilege.

Week 3: We pray for war-torn and dysfunctional area in the world.

17" January: Lord Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace -bring your
peace to the land of your birth. We pray that Ralies and Jew would
find the grace to live together in harmony and ralitaspect.

18" January: Holy Spirit, we pray for your comfort and healifuy all
children who have been damaged by the brutalityvaf, especially
those who have been forced to become child soldiers

19" January: Heavenly Father, we pray for peace in Afghanistan;
an end to corruption and self-seeking among thaskling power; for
your protection for innocent civilians and for &IATO and USA
personnel caught up in the conflict with the Tatiba

20" January: Lord Jesus, we pray for the light of your presetwe
shine in the heart of President Mugabe and all tvdnee brought such
chaos to Zimbabwe and its people.

21% January: Holy Spirit, we pray for stability and tolerance $ri
Lanka.

22" January: Heavenly Father, we pray for Iraq and its people.
pray for an end to hatred and religious intoleranogl for a new
community spirit eager to commit itself to buridia just and peaceful
society.



239 January: Lord Jesus, you said ‘blessed are the peacemaketisely

will be called children of God’ and so we lift up you all who work for
peace and reconciliation in the war-torn areasunfveorld. Protect them
from danger and in their negotiations, give thene tlwisdom and
understanding that comes from you alone.

Week 4: We pray for our Christian brothers and sisers
who are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus

24" January: Holy Spirit, guide and protect our Christian brothand
sisters against the violence and hatred of Muslitreenists in lIraqg,
especially in the north.

25" January: Heavenly Father, we pray for the persecuted chimch
North Korea, that despite severe repression thdlystand firm in their
faith.

26" January: Lord Jesus, we pray for our brothers and sisteBoimalia
as they seek to live out their Christian faith incertain and difficult
circumstances. Lord Jesus, reveal yourself to thaise would oppose
them, and in your mercy grant that country a wise jast government.
27" January: Holy Spirit, we pray for Christians in Ethiopia aagk that
you would empower them to stand firm in their featind to respond to the
attacks against them with love and forgiveness.

28" January: Heavenly Father, we pray to you for wisdom andrtoiee
to be at the heart of government policy in Sri Lards it looks to the
future after the end of the conflict with the Tamibers. We pray that it
will deal with the upsurge of militant Buddhism tha threatening and
attacking Christians.

29" January: Lord Jesus, as a young child, you found refugEdmpt,
but now Christian women and children in Egypt aeenb kidnapped and
forced into Islamic marriages against their wilbort, we ask that you
would bring your authority and power to bear agathese who would
deny them the religious freedom that is guarant@edhe country’s
constitution.

30" January: Holy Spirit, we pray that you would guide and eratile
government of Pakistan to deal effectively with therge of violence
against Christians from Islamic militants and gu#rd people from the
corruptive power of evil.
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31% January: Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this last day ofusag,

we thank you for all the blessings we enjoy and we pray for our own
nation, that in your mercy you would bring it bdicem the influence

of atheism and materialism to understand and valuwe Christian
heritage that we might all work together for tb@ming of your
Kingdom.

A NEW YEAR PRAYER

Holy Father,

God of our yesterdays, our today and our tomorrows,
We praise you for your unequalled greatness.

Thank you for the year behind us and for the ybagad.
Help us in Your new year, Father, to fret less aogh more.
To teach our children to laugh by laughing withnthe

To teach others to love by loving them,

Knowing that when Love came to the stable in Bétéaie, He
came for

That we could share Love with others.

Help us, Father, to hear Your love song in everyise,

In the chirping of sparrows in our backyards,

In the stories of our old folks, and the fantasiesur children
Help us to stop and listen to Your love songs,

So that we may know You better and better.

We rejoice in the world You loved into being.

Thank you for another new year and for new chapuesy
day.

We pray for peace, for light and for hope, thatmight
spread the

Forgive us for falling short this past year.

We leave the irreparable past in Your hands, agpl stit into
the new year knowing You will go with us.

We accept Your gift of a new year and we rejoicevinat’s
ahead

You to help us do exactly what you want.

| say it again, we rejoice! In Jesus name, Amen
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Some notes from Alton with Bradley PCC Meeting ~

We met on Tuesday, 8th December, in St Peter’'s @@hult was
a different meeting and the agenda had a diffdontat. It was,
of course, our first meeting with the new minisbtérthe parish!
He opened the meeting with a bible reading andgrrayve then
made two decisions which arose because of circuncssa

First we decided to accept the agenda which hdmsen given
out at the correct time. Then, because Brian i$ the
incumbent, we were asked to agree that he shouald tte PCC
meetings. (The rules don’t actually mention ‘incaent’. They
refer to the ‘minister of the parish!’).

Pastoral Re-organisation

The chairman informed the PCC that he had beenimgeedth
various people, trying to iron out the problemsythad with the
scheme. He thought an agreement with Denstonalen®BF
was imminent. There was hope that the Church Casioners
would reach a conclusion in April.

Vision

We looked at several items under this heading. ¥y be
interested to know that we talked about Lent Groapg small
groups, Ash Wednesday to Easter, ideas for evamgeli
children’s work, building work at St Peter’s schodisability
access, hiring out the North Aisle (we made a pasiecision),
screen for worship, posters/notice board and thelCzervice
collection which we decided would be given to thalv&tion
Army.

Church Social Events Suggestions

We didn’t collect ideas, although the PCC had basked to
bring suggestions. The Féte is on the 12th Jurd® 20th the
first meeting being held on thlezl7th December 20009.



Benefice Items

This was about the timing and variety of Sundawises. They
have to be at times which suit the congregatiohalso clergy and
others have to be available to lead them. Thigig opportunity
to have your say. Please tell us what you think!

Reports

We had a number of reports, one of which came fitwartreasurer,
Keith Ford. The financial situation is not goodve look like

being several thousand pounds short of paying domanister, (in

the last year or so we have lost a number of people gave
substantial amounts on a regular basis). Anoth#veoreports was
from the Ministry Team. There had been a suggedtiat some
bible reading notes should be purchased for thgregation. The
PCC agreed to purchase 10 copies of Daily Breaddiar.

Meetings
You may be interested to know that we have agreeddllowing
meeting dates :-

PCC Standing Committee - 19th January and 9th March
PCC Meetings - 2nd February and 23rd March
Annual Meeting - 27th April

We talked a lot and we decided very little - we doéng a lot of
thinking! If you have opinions/ideas do tell us.

Brenda Stubbs
Hon. Sec. of Alton with Bradley PCC
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First let me wish everyone a happy New Year andgehyou all
had a good Christmas and didn’t eat too many mines

Holy Trinity’s Coffee Morning on December 2nd wasgeeat
success; everyone having a lovely time and we ni488 which
was fantastic! Can | say a big ‘thank you’ to @lir helpers from
Cotton and Alton and, of course, to all you goodge who spent
freely.

When you read this news Christmas will be over aedwill be
looking forward to 2010. So don’t forget our Senfitizen’s
Lunch which will be on Wednesday, 27th JanuarylZa80pm in
the Village Hall.

Marjorie Mitchell

My New Year resolution was to go on a 14 day dlet
but all I lost was two weeks! ;

From the Registers

Wedding at St Peter’s

5th December 2009 Mark Anthony Hughes-Mitchell and
Claire Marie Shropshire
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ADVERTISING SPACE
Interested?
Telephone

01538 702185

S4(%5 &+

FORRESTERS

FUNERAL SERVICES

A caring and professional
family business serving
Uttoxeter and Cheadle

and all surrounding areas

Tel: 01538 702164
24 hour service

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans available

>

0bd Stag
N %

Hairdressing

Tel : 01538 702000

Malthouse Road, Alton,
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 4BW




Chartered Accountants
and Tax Advisers

The Ford Partnership

Local Accountants at local prices

Management accounts, financiall
statements, personal and busine
tax returns, PAYE, VAT and
+ general financial advice

Keith & Judy Ford

“Pointers”, Gallows Green, Alton

Tel: 01538 703352

Fax : 01538 703600

Mob : 07770 794218 or 07702 235832
keith@thefordpartnership.com

S

ADVERTISING SPACE
Interested?
Telephone

01538 702185

Contact Paul Keates FRICS your local independent &fattSurveyor with over 4
years experience of the sale, valuation and sumgewf properties in the Nor

Staffordshire area.

Our general insurance office offers
and other insurances.

Cfénpetitive tqtions for home, motor, trav
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Happy Christmas from Moosomin SK, Canada

It is now almost eight months since | began my stigiin the
Parish of Saskatchewan Gateway, in the DioceseéQofAppelle
- part of the Anglican Church of Canada . . . ayveifferent
place to rural Staffordshire.

Arriving in Moosomin

| left Alton towards the end of March the weathaswtypically
English, grey and damp, but spring was very muchiinwith
the daffodils in bud. What a contrast then, as AlreCanada
plane made its approach to Regina Airport. The mobelow
was a blanket of white as far as the eye could seew, and the
temperature around -9c. If the snow was not enciaglsay
“welcome to Saskatchewan”, in the arrivals hall evaéhree
members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, eesignt in
their red serge and distinctive hats. Leaving Ragaiong
Highway 1, a trans-Canadian highway cutting acrbés vast
country from west to east, yet in traffic terms afihdeserted
compared with the M6, two and half hours of drivieastwards
brings you to Moosomin. On that first day the saadl lbegan to
dip below the horizon and so, too, the temperafetk still
further. But the cold of the weather is noticeabfiset by the
warmth and friendly nature of the people, everhéytare eager
for winter to be replaced by spring. (The coverafgsnow has
not lifted since before Christmas.) But life doed stop - it goes
on. Walk into a shop and bank and there is senae ttie
customer is more than a

number - a person to be interacted with, and erjage
conversation.

Moosomin

Moosomin describes itself as the Gateway to Sakkatan,
being just 16 miles from the Saskatchewan / Maaitbbarder.
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stations, a small hospital, a swimming pool andigrand ice
hockey rink and ball parks - not to mention sevkarches. But
to look at the town on its own is to miss the biggeture, as it
serves a much wider rural community. Within a 30wme radius
the population is in fact 20,000, and if you trafal a further 30
minutes it rises to 30,000. This is my home forrle&t couple of
years — living in a three bed duplex, 103 Moose Main Place.
(And yes, there are moose in the area - not often,sbut which
can be a real danger when driving at night).

Background information

The economy of this vast flat rural land where shg seems to
dominate in all directions, “Land of Living Skieas it is known,
is focused on three main areas - agriculture (greamola and
cattle) (I had a very interesting day back in Juvith some
cowboys, going prairie oyster picking); potash mgni(centred
just north of Rocanville - an expanding site thdt,wn the near
future, have the fourth largest building in the ldan terms of
floor area), and oil (small well heads being scatteacross the
area.) As with many communities in Saskatchewanps$dmin
came into being as result of the railroad. The GammaPacific
Railway still comes through the town, no longer rygag
passengers but freight, with trains that must fig @r sixty cars
long at times, hauled by two or three engines. tféie’s horn, as
it trundles through the town and over the five lesssings,
only two with gates, is something you do gradugkt used to
even at five in the morning!

What of the parish?

St Albans Church, Moosomin, was built in 1885. Ltke town,
it has developed over the years and today provadesnderful
integrated complex — the main church building, garhall,

rectors office, kitchen good enough to cook a batgiedicated
Sunday School room with about 30 children on theklspnot to
congregation is not vast but reflects a good ceassion of age
groups and genders. Money, ¥hough, is key - adtrefa lack of



it, they have been without a full-time minister feeven years.
(Each parish has to pay for it own minister, areldiocese, in its
125 years, has never really been fully self-sudfit). Although |
would praise the efforts of retired clergy and osh® keep the
church going over that period, there is a clearetifgpfor new
spiritual food. An Emmaus group which | ran durthg fall had
between 15 and 20 participants each week, eagekégart and
engage with scripture. Spiritual growth is thetfiting | would
ask prayer for - growth that will lead to evangelisviloosomin,
though, is not the only church. At Rocanville, avio30km
north, there is the small congregation of St Thgmakich
includes a very musical family. 13km to the easthis small
town of Fleming (with its historic grain elevatondafast ball
team, the Fleming Jets.) And then there is SpriregkC - about
as rural a church as you will find, only having\wseges during the
summer months. In addition to the church building
congregations, there is also Maryfield. The churele closed in
2008, but a small group of mostly elderly folk Istiteet at the
Villa,a retirement home, once a month for a Commonrservice.

Culture and way of life

The car in so many ways says this place is difteréau cannot
do without one, but there are no minis or euro feemdly
models here - except as collector’s items. GMsyS€lars, Fords
& Pontiacs proliferate. And the vehicle of choiceit’s the half
ton pickup truck with a four or five litre enginadlarge chrome
bumpers, either long or short wheel base. But ihainly the
start. Which side of the vehicle do you get in ande? — The
left of course! The number of times I've found mijsealking
up to the wrong side of the car and wondering wiey gteering
wheel has moved, before sheepishly walking rourntthéccorrect
door as if everything was normal! Then there arg-@ay stops.
Even a few months into my stay, each time | comeégunction
of Broadway and Main, stopping as the sign requiresannot
help thinking this would be chaos and carnage énUK!
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Everybody stops and then, in order of arrival atjtimction, you
move off in the required direction - not a traftight for 60km at
least, and certainly no roundabouts, (the local® mo idea what
to do at a roundabout,) and there is a politeresisa driving not
found in the UK. It is not just road etiquette,ttalso road
surface that can catch out the unsuspecting visiteven newly

qualified local driver. Move away from the townsdathe main
highways into the more rural areas, and you are soothe grid
roads - the land here having been divided up ietdiens one
mile by one mile, divided up by grid roads with gl not

tarmac surfaces. These roads are mostly straighart &rom a
correction curve every so often; but being graekelteey are
somewhat different to drive on, especially at 60knapd above.
Unlike a sealed road surface, the gravel is loogk aspecially
after it has been regarded, a lot more slippedritce on - similar
in some ways to walking on marbles. The wheels lzageeater
tendency to slip, which affects the driver's conhtrfothe vehicle.
This means that for safe driving, cornering speeelsd to be
reduced, breaking distances increased and smodibr réhan
aggressive acceleration and breaking techniquesreapeired;

ABS could have been designed for such surfacesordégthe

surface and driving methods and . . .ditch, herecame - and
quickly! That is before you allow for the dust inetwarm dry
summer weather, as you pass a vehicle going inother

direction, leaving a cloud of dust for next few dued yards, or
the stones which fly towards the windscreen, legireir mark.

Having said all of that, the car and driving arenparatively

easy to understand and adjust to. Just pay attetdgithe locals
who have driven on gravel roads all their life grodi can quite
quickly pickup the ideas and techniques requireds the more
intangible things, the cultural and the lifestytatt take longer to
both perceive and understand, yet these are thgstlihat as a
minister you need to be in tune with if you areitmerstand and

relate to those in your congregation. The langu&yeone

example. They speak Englisgo- well, Canadian anywathe



phraseology & pronunciation being sufficiently éifént to catch
one out and lead to some amusing circumstancesliféhgyle

too, being much more governed by the seasons withters

being long and cold, temperatures dropping as lew48C, and
the summers warm and dry, +30C not being uncomnibis

leads to a winter and summer lifestyle that arey \different,

with folk looking to make the most of the good weat One
must also not forget the First Nations culture Wwhoan also be
experienced, both on the reservations and, in &mel$ of those
who know what to look for, more locally in suchnts as
medicine wheels.

Conclusion

| could go on for pages, but | will restrain mysdlihave been
warmly accepted not only by the locals, but alse thocese,
finding myself involved in the introduction of Mis& Action
Plans across the diocese at pre-diocesan synodnmgene
meeting involving a 1000Km round trip), being e&xttto
Diocesan Council and Provincial Synod (Rupert’'sd)an

Rebecca is planning to join me in the New Year osice has
finished her Midwifery Degree. The time apart hashard but,
thanks to the internet, not unbearable! | very miegi | am in

place that God wants me to be. As to what will leapat the end
of my time here (March 2011) - | await his guidance

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a blessed Near.

Michael Last

PO Box 1134

Moosomin, SK, SOG 3NO
Canada

e-mail michaellast@sasktel.net
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THE GOD DELUSION

‘The God Delusion’ was described as the “surprisstseller” of
2006, and you can still find it in Tesco’'s or mbsiksellers in a
prominent place as it is obviously still selling livelt caused a
sensation. It was not because its author, RicRadkins, was
saying anything different from what he had saidmost of his
books up to that date. Perhaps it was becausgrénsous books
were probably read by people who like ‘heavy rathban
‘popular’ ones.

Here was a book, it seemed, that proclaimed athe@mincingly
in a popular format. | suspect that a lot of pedphve bought the
book and found it also quite a tough read. Bec#usenedia likes
the more sensational side of any news there has btk
coverage of the plethora of books that have alem Ipeiblished by
scientists of equal standing with Dawkins who tdke exact
opposite point of view.

One such book for instance is that written by Psede John
Lennox, the Professor of Mathematics at Oxford amditled
‘God’s Undertaker. Has Science Buried God?’

One of the joys of retirement is that there isuegsto read. Since |
studied Physics and Mathematics at University &ied tvent on to
study for a degree in theology, | have had a bfeglinterest in the
debate between Science and Religion. Like mangrdibklievers
(not just Christians) | get a little impatient whdre media gives
the impression that the arguments put forward hgiam have had
no adequate answer from those who do believe in Gtalvever,
there have been a number of public debates by tstgeron
both sides and this is a good way to hear what bagh to say. In
fact Richard Dawkins and John Lennox have had twohs
debates, both of which are available on DVD. Taeosd took
place in the Oxford Museum of Natural History ab@@tmonths
ago. This is fascinating because it was in that ptace in 1860 -
a year after ‘The Origin of Species’ was publishi®d Charles
Darwin, that a debate/discussn took place alimge new ideas.



Two famous people took part - Thomas Huxley (désctias
‘Darwin’s Bulldog’ and Samuel Wilberforce (The Bgh of

Oxford and known as Soapy Sam) - and there are stones

that have circulated ever since - probably apoayphk to asides
that were made by Huxley in the course of theis¢dssion!’

On Friday, 12th February 2010, at 7.30pm, you wilhave a
chance to watch the DVD of this fascinating debatbetween
Dawkins and Lennox at the Village Hall.

ACTS (Alton Christians Together - a group of peofstan the
three churches in the village) have been given sion for a
public screening as a non-profit event and invit&l yo come
along. There will be no charge to get in but ayano wants to
make a small donation to the costs of hiring thik dta., can do
so (any profit to the Village Hall). The debatenist ‘over the
heads’ of anybody who likes to think about thingsnumber of
people without scientific background have seemd given it the
oKl

Whether you have read (or not) Dawkins book - tbeme along
and hear the man himself in a debate with somednegoal
esteem in the scientific world, who takes a radicdifferent
view.

Science v The Bible

People have been arguing for years about thellitetth of what
we read in the Bible and how its message stands e light of
modern scientific teaching. Can we recommend yaid the
following and see what you think of them -
Source of energy for the eartBenesis 1:14-17; Psalm 1916
Mass-Energy equivalenceHebrews 1:3; Colossians 1:17
Atomic disintegration 2 Peter 3:10
Protective effect of the atmosphensaiah 40:22
Circulation of atmosphereEcclesiastes 1:6
Oceanic origin of rain Ecclesiastes 1:7
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Loon Theatre mimi
Present

The Phileas P Souper Tour
at

Alton Village Hall

on

Saturday 6" February at 7.30pm

Around the world musically and quite dramatically
in about 80 minutes...

Five musicians and two miming clown artistes travel
hysterically, beautifully, and magically around therld almost
literally in about 80 minutes From a tandem bikeotigh Paris
to a late train in Siberia, they travel the worltfeang their
tender, comical observations as they go. Inddinethe silen
movie era, Theatre mimi traverse the world, all thvkile
provoked and second-guessed by the genius godasla comi
timing of the musicians. It's like having Busterd€en or Charlig
Chaplin in the hall, with musicians who muscle mtbe action
If you enjoy great comedy and equally great muken this
show’s for you and all your family!

\*2)
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Come and see them play marimbas, mbiras, saw, ,ppanut
tins and zither... not to mention singing, accordibassoon,
banjo, brass, percussion, drums, guitar, tuned glasses, and
washboards. They battle the elements, the aninzaid, the
bicycle pumps as they embark on this melodramatcum-
navigation of the globe.

The Phileas P. Souper Tour offers an evening qfdogma, and
musical adventure fit for all the family; an ide@ahic to dark
winter evenings.

Special Ticket offer for families : 2 adults + up © 3 children =
£24 Adults £7.50 Students/under 18’s £5 (suitable foge8rs+
More info www.loonmusic.co?dk or www.liveandlocal.org.uk
tickets from Alton Post Office or Linda Goodwin 01538 703222




AGLOW INTERNATIONAL

ALTON VILLAGE HALL
Wednesday 13th January
at 7.15pm

Guest Speaker :

Aglow International is open to women of all
denominations and of no denomination

ALTON CHRISTIANS TOGETHER

Friday, 29th January at 7.00pm

Annual Evening Meal
Alton Village Hall

After dinner speaker : CARL FINNAN
United Christian Broadcasters Ministry Field Co-ordinator

Cost £10 to include a sweet & tea/coffee

For tickets contact : Ken Mainey 702556



MOORLAND ANTIQUES
of Oakamoor

THE HOUSE CLEARANCE
SPECIALIST BUYERS

Old and antique furniture
etc mainly wanted for the
overseas export trade

Professional discreet and
confidential service with
cash on collection

An old chest of drawers or a
house full of furniture

Tel: CIliff Sleigh - 01538 702959

Counselling and Psychotherapyj

JANE TAYLOR

MC.S.C.T. Dip.Thep.Counselling

As listened to on BBC Radio

Also featured weekly in the

Uttoxeter Post & Times and
‘Our Time' magazine

i NOOJ ]

For help with : depression,

panic attacks, bereavement & loss
relationship problems,

low self esteem, bullying, etc

Tel : 01889 567999 or 01332 52127
or 01782 212422 (Hanley)
Mobile : 07855 684383

www.jitcounselling.co.uk

0
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To bring you health & flexibility
To tone and slim after the Christmas feasting
To reduce stress & learn relaxation

!
"#$ % &'()(

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 7.30 - 9.00

THURSDAY MORNINGS 10.15 - 11.45

THURSDAY EVENINGS  7.30 - 9.00
* * 4 | *’
, # 07727-611441

+, Claire.skitt@btinternet.com

Ao

/
SATURDAY 6th FEBRUARY 10.30-4.00 including lunch
www.healthytothecore.co.uk
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For every special occasion
dance floors, many coloured linings,
matting, tables and chairs

41 Huntley Lane
Huntley, nr Cheadle
ST10 1UA

Tel: 01538 723201/ Tel/Fax: 72269




www.starcaravanpark.co.uk

The closest holiday park

* Tents * Motorhomes

* Caravans * Trailer Tentp

* Static holiday homes for sale
and to hire

& with Disabled facilities

Tel: 01538 702219
Fax: 01538 703704
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ADVERTISING SPACE
Interested?
Telephone

01538 702185

-4(%5 &+

Mortgage Consultants
Investments

Pensions

Protection

Saddlers Court, 12 Carter Street

Uttoxeter, Staffordshire
ST14 8EU

Tel: 01889 567676
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Vicar The Rev'd Brian Leathers 01538 702469
email ; briantopsey@googlemail.com

Minister based at Mayfield The Rev'd Ray Owen 01335 347402

Minister based at Denstone The Rev’d John Richardson 01889 590266
e-mail 13jwr@btinternet.com

At St Peter's & St Leonard’s

Readers Mrs Linda Pickering 702189
Local Ministry Team Mrs Sheila Aston 702367
Rev'd Ann Jefferyes 702150
Mrs Linda Goodwin 703104
Mrs Olive McMillan 702519
Mrs Linda Pickering 702189
Miss Brenda Stubbs 702542
Mr Michael Swales 703348
Churchwardens
ALTON Mr Arthur Forrester 702272
Mr Alan Walters 702888
BRADLEY Mr Don Burton 753864
Mr Robert Burton (01889) 507071
Organists Mr Fred Eyre (Bradley) 702399
Ringing Master Mr Alan Walters 702888
JJ Group Mrs Linda Goodwin 703104
St. Peter’s C of E_School Miss Caroline Gregory (Head.) 702321
Parish Administrator Miss Brenda Stubbs 702542

other Churches in the Weaver Group
All Saints, Denstone
St Peter’s, Ellastone
St Mary’s, Stanton
St John the Baptist, Mayfield




