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Commercial and Industrial 
Building Developments 

 

New Construction, Refurbishment, 
Feasibility Studies 

Planning and Design 
 

Planning and Building Regulation 
Applications 

 

Construction  
Management and Control 

 

CDM Planning Supervisor 
 

Ring for FREE advice 
or information leaflet 

 
Ivan J. Cooper (Moorside) Ltd 
Project Design & Management 

Cauldon Lowe, ST10 3ET 
Tel: 01538 702738  Fax: 01538 702662 

E-mail : ivanjcooper@fsbdial.co.uk 
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2nd     7.30pm          Bible Study, Ellastone 
3rd                            Thomas the Apostle 
6th                             Closing date for applications - Priest-in-Charge 
                                  (Incumbent Designate) 
7th      6.30pm          Diocesan Synod, Chase Terrace 
9th      7.30pm          Alton w Bradley PCC Meeting, St Leonard’s 
13th   7.30pm          Pastoral Team Meeting, St Peter’s 
14th   2.00pm          Deanery Synod Standing Committee, Uttoxeter 
15th                          Interviews for post of Priest-in-Charge  
                                  (Incumbent Designate) 
17th   6.00pm          JJ Group, St Peter’s 
20th   9.45am          Holiday Club, St Peter’s 
21st    9.45am          Holiday Club, St Peter’s 
22nd  9.45am          Holiday Club, St Peter’s 
           2.30pm          Ministry Team Meeting 
25th                          James the Apostle 
29th   12.30pm       Over 60s’ Lunch, Oakamoor 
30th   7.00pm          Wedding Rehearsal, St Peter’s 
August 
1st      1.30pm          Wedding, St Peter’s 

 
Every week in St Peter’s Church:-     
 

Mondays at 7.30pm   :    Bell Ringing Practice 

Revised Information 
Parish News is published by the Alton with Bradley PCC (Church 
of England) Parish. The views expressed by              contributors 
do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial team or the pub-
lisher.  One way of sending material for inclusion in Parish News 
to the editorial team is by e-mail at  

anne.rogers5@tiscali.co.uk 
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One of the most significant changes in our society in the last few 
decades has been the increase in the number of couples who 
choose to live together rather than be legally married.  There are, 
no doubt, lots of different reasons for this, like putting off the mar-
riage to pursue separate careers, avoiding a long term      commit-
ment, thinking that a “piece of paper” is unnecessary, managing 
financial issues, matters to do with an earlier marriage or relation-
ship not being fully resolved, and the sheer expense of the cere-
mony itself. Certainly the last of these is not                 insignifi-
cant.  With elaborate preparations, the cost of weddings can run 
into many thousands of pounds. 
 
Although couples can now marry in so many different places, I be-
lieve there is nowhere that compares with the church wedding.  I 
realise there is some advantage in combining the ceremony and 
the reception in one place, but the setting of a parish church is 
such a beautiful one and the service itself is moving and       mean-
ingful.  Besides the essential legal and personal aspects    en-
shrined in the marriage vows, we ask God’s blessing on the couple 
and their life together, and the service can be as simple or elabo-
rate as they choose.  Whatever is chosen, the occasion is a truly 
joyful and memorable one, and the fees represent only a relatively 
small proportion of what is often spent on weddings. 
 
Since last October in the Church of England, couples wishing to 
marry in the parish church are no longer required to show that one 
of them is living in the parish.  Now a “qualifying             connec-
tion” extends to those who have been baptised in the    parish, or 
have previously lived there for at least six months, or vvv 
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have a parent who has lived there or a parent or grandparent who 
was married in the church. 
  
Couples who spend their lives together inevitably face many   tri-
als and tribulations as well as experiencing the joy of a loving re-
lationship.  For those who are married, wedding anniversaries are 
a real cause for celebration.  If you are reaching an important mile-
stone in your marriage, why not use the occasion to come to 
church and give thanks to God, perhaps sharing the celebration 
with members of your family?  It could also be an opportunity to 
renew your marriage vows. 
                                                                   Rev’d Ray Owen 
 
 
                   .  

 
Jack and Dilys have reluctantly decided to hand in 
their trowels after many years of tending the borders 
and helping to keep the churchyard generally tidy. 
 
We are very grateful to you both for all you have done 
for St Peter’s, not just in the churchyard but also with 
being part of the cleaning team, both in the main 
church and the North aisle, and, of course, the church 
brasses. 
 
God bless you both 
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Rotas for July 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are not able to do any of the duties,  
please contact Alan (702888) or Arthur (702272) 

ALTON  Sidespersons 
  8.00 am 10.45 am 6:00 pm 
5th  (9:30am)   B & A Forrester D Ratcliffe 
12th J Hayhurst D & J Eames  
19th   L & J Moorhouse P Tookey 
26th   D Goodwin & J Penrose T Tookey 
Aug 2nd (9:30am)  D & D Dallimore D Ratcliffe 

  Readers Offertory  
5th  (9:30am) All Age Worship All Age Worship 
12th M Salt & D Crawley N Redfearn & A Rogers 
19th S Aston & B Easter D Eames & O McMillan 
26th W Walters & A Forrester A Rogers & C Sutcliffe 
Aug 2nd (9:30am) All Age Worship All Age Worship 

  Prayer Leaders Communion Assistant 
5th (9:30am) All Age Worship All Age Worship 
12th L Pickering B Stubbs & A Walters 
19th S Aston S Aston & M Swales 
26th A Rogers O McMillan & P Pickering 

Aug 2nd(9:30am) All Age Worship All Age Worship 

  Church Cleaning   Brass Cleaning 
4th P Keates & friends July J & D Eames 
11th J Lester & M Marsh Aug N Redfearn & L Pickering 
18th D Sale & L Knight Sept T & P Tookey 
25th S Aston & J Penrose     
Aug 1st A & N Jefferyes   

BRADLEY  – Flowers 

July Kath Slack 
August Sylvia Shenton 
September Nora Burton 



 

8 

������PRAYER DIARY FOR JULY 
      Prepared by Sheila Aston 

 

Joining together .......................... 
Lord Jesus, we believe you are the Son of God.  Thank you for  dying on 
the cross for us to pay the penalty for all our sins.  Lord we thank you that 
you have fulfilled your promise and given us your Spirit to abide with us 
forever:  grant us to know your  presence in all its divine fullness through-
out our lives. 
  
Lord we hold before you all the churches in the Weaver Group and those 
that work tirelessly within them, and the congregations that attend them. 
  
Within Alton we pray for all those both leading and participating in the 
Alpha course.  We pray that these individuals will be filled with your spirit 
as they undertake the course.  Lord be with them. 
  
We also hold before you Linda Pickering as she nears the  completion of 
her two year course.  We thank you for her dedication, enthusiasm and all 
that she does in your name. 
  
Lord we ask that you guide and inspire all those involved in the appoint-
ment of a priest in charge for this parish and that you will touch the heart 
of those you wish to apply for the post. 
  

Unity and reconciliation .................. 
Lord gracious God, who rules the earth and its people, not by terror but by 
love, we worship you. 
  
We confess that too often we easily stray and our words hurt others and 
our deeds are self-centred.  Lord forgive us. 
  
Lord we pray that we might be more understanding, just and gentle, not 
dogmatic and forceful. 
  
 Lord we need reminding that we are only one part of the Christian body 
and we need to work with others to fulfil the growth of your Kingdom. 
  
. 
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We pray that you help the peoples of your world not to separate          them-
selves from you and from each other by building barriers of race and colour.  
Lord we pray for a spirit of unity within our community. 
  
Let us show our love for you by our love for our neighbour. 
  
Leaders .............. 
O God, our Heavenly Father, whose love sets no boundaries and whose 
strength is service, grant to the leaders of all nations wisdom, courage and 
insight.  Help those in authority to defend the principles of freedom, love 
and tolerance, strength to protect and safeguard the innocent and clarity of 
vision to guide the world into the paths of justice and peace.  Lord help 
world leaders to work for peace throughout your world. 
  
Here in our British Government Lord we ask that MP’s seek their          con-
science when it comes to how they have calculated their expenses and ask 
that they appreciate how this  appears to the ordinary person in the 
street.  Help them appreciate that what is ‘the letter of the law’ and what is 
‘morally correct’ may not be the same thing. 
 
Lord we give thanks for all those who work tirelessly as volunteers on   be-
half of others and seek no reward other than that of being of               ser-
vice.  We especially give thanks for those who work on behalf of  Alton 
Parish Council and St Peter’s Parochial Church Council. 
 
Youth ............ 
Lord we pray for our future generation.  We give thanks for all those who 
work with young people.  We pray for Linda Goodwin as she is preparing 
to make preparations for the Holiday Club.  We give thanks for the work 
she does with the youngsters  in our church.  Lord, we pray that people will 
feel a desire to be of service and assistance to help and support the Club. 
  
Lord we pray that both the young and their teachers relax as their summer 
holidays commence.  Refresh them Lord.  
  
We also pray for those awaiting their summer examinations results.  Let the 
students have faith in  you Lord and, knowing that they have done their 
best, enjoy a peaceful summer break. 
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The funeral of Mavis Oakes at St John’s was attended by several 
hundred mourners.  The service, conducted by the Venerable John 
Hall, Archdeacon of Salop, was relayed to those unable to find 
room in the church.  The churchyard was filled with people wish-
ing to pay their respects to a much loved and popular lady.  The 
Venerable Hall, a close friend of Mavis, spoke eloquently of all 
that she meant to her family and friends. 
 
A letter has been received from the family for the lovely service 
and enclosing donations of almost £600 towards the upkeep of St 
John’s.  Many other donations were received and were divided     
between Cancer Research and the Orangutan Trust in Africa. 
  
 
 
COTTON MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
The June meeting was very well attended and the speaker was  Mr 
Ken Mainey of Alton.  Mrs Haydon conducted the service and af-
terwards introduced Mr Mainey, who kept members very inter-
ested with his address on prison work.  Mrs Margaret   Whiston 
thanked him for a wonderful talk. 
 
At the end of the meeting wine and cake was served to all present 
to celebrate the recent wedding of Kathryn and Ian.  On behalf of 
Kathryn and Ian, Mr Ivan Cooper thanked those who had sent 
cards and gifts to them and said that due to other commitments 
they were very sorry not to be with us tonight. 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday, July 13th at 7.30pm.  The 
speaker will be announced later. 
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Holy Trinity will be holding a ‘Beetle Drive’ in the village hall on 
Wednesday, July 8th at 2.30pm.  Please come along.  We all had a 
wonderful time when we held the last one. 
 
The Over 60s lunch will be on Wednesday, 24th July at 2.30pm. 
 
The Strawberry Tea held on the 10th June was a great success.  
Many thanks to all who helped. 
 
Our Spring Fair held on May 30th was also a success.  We were 
blessed in both that the weather was great. 
 
The next Senior Citizens’ outing will be to Llandudno on Wednes-
day, July 15th. 
 
Marjorie Mitchell 
 
 

BELLRINGING NEWS 
 
Following a good presentation and recruitment evening in March, 
I am pleased to report that we have three new recruits in the tower 
who are all doing very well. Joan Boulton, Lorraine      Harvey 
and Chris Mellor have had a number of sessions with  silenced 
bells to learn to handle the rope and bell. They have all done very 
well with a good ringing action and bell control and are now learn-
ing to control the bell well to ring with others on practice night. At 
this stage progress always seems quite slow to the new recruit but 
they are doing well and should be able to join in ringing for ser-
vice before too long. 
 
More recruits are always welcome and if you are interested then 
please contact Alan Walters (01538 702888) 
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PASTORAL SCHEME 
 

After talking to several people, it seems that many of you think 
that we are now legally in a group with Denstone, Ellastone and 
Stanton and Mayfield.  Far from it!  We have only been acting as 
if we had joined this new group, with Michael Last as our vicar, 
but priest-in-charge of the other four Churches. 
 
However, there is now some progress.  The Church Commission-
ers have finally issued a draft Pastoral Scheme which involves all 
the eleven Churches, from Kingsley down to Mayfield.  Inside 
each of the eleven churches there should be a copy of the scheme 
which you can read and similarly there should be a legal notice 
(blue) on or near the door of each church. 
 
Anyone who has an interest can make a comment to the Church 
Commissioners, either positive or negative.  Hopefully. a number  
of you will take the trouble to write to the commissioners        sup-
porting this scheme.  PCC members need not respond as we will 
send a joint comment.  Any comment must be received no later 
than 7th July 2009. 
 
What happens after the 7th July?  If there are no significant      ob-
jections the scheme will go to the Privy Council for approval. We 
will then be sent a notice confirming the scheme.  If there are seri-
ous objections then I assume we will have to look at a revised 
scheme! 
 
You will appreciate that at the end of July we will have been in 
this ‘shadowing’ arrangements for three years and so the sooner it 
is finalised the better!  Alton with Bradley PCC agreed to this ar-
rangement in good faith, seeing it as the only way forward so we 
have found the slow progress frustrating. 
 
If you are willing to send a supportive letter it would be helpful.  
On the other hand you may wish to object!  Please don’t. 
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If you are willing to lend support, or otherwise, please send your 
letter to: 
 
         Katie Lowe 
         Church House 
         Great Smith Street 
         London       
         SW1P 3AZ 
 

 
 
 

��������	��
�����������	��
�����������	��
�����������	��
���� ���
��������
�����
����������
�����
����������
�����
����������
�����
��� ���
 
 
 
Our congratulations go to Katherine Walters 
on gaining a degree in Medicine from  
Newcastle upon Tyne University after five 
years’ training. She starts the first of two    
foundation years at Wansbeck Hospital in 
Northumberland in August.  
 
We wish her all the best for her future career. 
 

Well done Katherine 
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MOORLAND ANTIQUES 

of Oakamoor 
�       Old and antique furniture     etc 

mainly wanted for the        overseas 
export trade 

 
�       Professional discreet and         
         confidential service with 
         cash on collection 
 
�       An old chest of drawers or a 
         house full of furniture 

 
Tel: Cliff Sleigh - 01538 702959 
 

 

 
 

Hairdressing 
 
 
 

 Tel : 01538 702000 
 
 
 
 

  Malthouse Road, Alton, 
 Stoke-on-Trent  ST10 4BW 

THE HOUSE CLEARANCE 
SPECIALIST BUYERS 

 

A caring and professional  
family business serving  
Uttoxeter and Cheadle 

and all surrounding areas 
 

Tel: 01538 702164 
24 hour service 

 
  

Golden Charter 
Pre-payment Plans available 

 

FORRESTERS 
FUNERAL SERVICES 
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Chartered Accountants 

and Tax Advisers 
 

The Ford Partnership 
 

Local Accountants at local prices 

 
Management accounts, financial 
statements, personal and business 

tax returns, PAYE, VAT and 
+ general financial advice 

 
Keith & Judy Ford 
“Pointers”, Gallows Green, Alton 
Tel:   01538 703352 
Fax :  01538 703600 
Mob : 07770 794218 or 07702 235832 
keith@thefordpartnership.com 
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Contact Paul Keates FRICS your local independent Chartered Surveyor with over 40 
years experience of the sale, valuation and surveying of properties in the North       
Staffordshire area.  
 

Our general insurance office offers competitive quotations for home, motor, travel and 
other insurances. 
 

 66/68,High Street, Cheadle. Tel 01538 753177 Fax.  01538 7756133   
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JAN BENNETT 

 
It is with sadness that we have to report the sudden death of Jan 
Bennett. She and Paul had moved from Whiston to Lincolnshire 
when she retired only a year ago to be where she grew up and to 
be near her wider family.  
 
Jan became involved in the life of St Peter’s Church through      
joining the handbell ringers following a concert for the WI in 
Whiston in 2001. She quickly became a keen handbell ringer and 
had recently started a small team at their church in Coningsby.  
 
Jan and Paul also learned to ring tower bells at St Peter’s         be-
coming regular active and ‘social’ members of the band       al-
though Jan had not been as active after the move to             Lin-
colnshire. Having served the Sunday School at Whiston Method-
ist church for many years, on joining St Peter’s Jan     became in-
volved in the Early Years service and on a number of occasions 
she would lead the service. Just before they moved away last 
year, Jan was busy running the cake stall at the Fete.  
 
Jan was a great character who was always very down-to-earth. 
She was very energetic and active in everything she was         in-
volved with and would enliven any gathering, often with a good 
story or two. She will be greatly missed by all her friends and 
family. 
 
She was taken ill suddenly on June 7th with a brain aneurysm 
from which she never recovered and died just over a week later. 
There is a cremation service followed by a service of thanks-
giving at  Coningsby church on June 30th and we hope to have a 
small team of handbell ringers to ring at the service. She leaves 
her husband Paul and grown up children Amy, Kelly and         Al-
istair. Please hold the family in your prayers at this difficult time. 
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                       AGLOW INTERNATIONAL 
 

ALTON VILLAGE HALL 
Wednesday, 8th July at 7.15pm 

 
Aglow International is open to women of all denominations and 

of no denomination 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

                                                                                                      
 
                                  ALTON CHRISTIANS TOGETHER 
 
 
 

Alton Christians Together are currently running an  
Alpha Course  

‘IS THERE MORE TO LIFE THAN THIS’ 
 

It started on Thursday 30th April  
 

Are you interested in a future ALPHA? 
Contact Ken 01538 702556 or  

Don 01538 751859 
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For every special occasion �
dance floors, many coloured linings,    

matting, tables and chairs 
 

41 Huntley Lane 
Huntley, nr Cheadle 
ST10 1UA 

 
 

Tel: 01538 723201/ Tel/Fax: 722699 
 

Counselling and Psychotherapy 
 
 

JANE TAYLOR 
C.S.C.T. Dip.Thep.Counselling 

 
 

As listened to on BBC Radio 
Also featured weekly in the  
Uttoxeter Post & Times and 

‘Our Time’ magazine 
 
 
 

For help with : depression,  
panic attacks, bereavement & loss,           

relationship problems,  
low self esteem, bullying, etc 

 
Tel : 01889 567999 or 01332 521270 

    or 01782 212422 (Hanley)  
     Mobile : 07855 684383 

              
www.jitcounselling.co.uk 
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Complementary Therapist 
Well-being & Stress Management Coach  

 
The apple shape is a cause of breast cancer,  

diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure and  
Alzheimer’s disease 

 
 

����������0������	����������0������	����������0������	����������0������	� ���



19 

 

 

 
 
 

�
�
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
� 

  www.starcaravanpark.co.uk 


$%��&'(��'(')'��
'�*��'+,-�.��'(/�

The closest holiday park 
&���0&���
�1%(2�

*  Tents     *  Motorhomes 
*   Caravans    *   Trailer Tents 
* Static holiday homes for sale 

and to hire 
& with Disabled facilities 

Tel:  01538 702219 
Fax: 01538 703704 
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· Mortgage Consultants 
· Investments 
· Pensions 
· Protection 

 
Saddlers Court, 12 Carter Street 

Uttoxeter, Staffordshire 
ST14 8EU 

 

Tel: 01889 567676  
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�Or Daddy or Someone Special)�
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A structured programme of musical education 
for pre-school chidren. It is designed to help 
them with their listening skills, develop rhythm, 
and promote speech through singing, movement, 
dancing, puppets, props and     percussion instru-
ments. 
These are fun sessions for both adult and child, 
with an educational slant. Having quality time 
and helping to enhance the bond between parent 
and child, but most of all to have fun!��
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