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2nd     Candlemas 
        7.30pm   Cell Group, 24 Glen Drive 
4th  Rural Day, 10.00am-4.00pm, Alton Village Hall 
5th  3rd Sunday before Lent 
6th    ACCESSION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 1952 
  3.00pm Olive Branch, 4 Hillrise 
9th     7.30pm   Cell Group, 24 Glen Drive 
12th    2nd Sunday before Lent 
         10.45am   Celebration of Marriage, St Peter’s 
16th    2.15pm   Ministry Team Meeting, St Peter’s 
         7.30pm  Cell Group, 24 Glen Drive 
19th  Sunday next before Lent 
20th  3.00pm Olive Branch, 4 Hillrise 
21st   7.30pm   Lent Course 1, St Peter’s 
22nd   Ash Wednesday     
  Day of Prayer  9.00am-9.00pm, St Peter’s  
  12.00 noon Ashing Service, Holy Trinity, Oakamoor 
  12.30pm  Over 60s’ Lunch, Village Hall     
         7.30pm Holy Communion with Ashing, St Peter’s 
23rd   7.30pm   Cell Group, 24 Glen Drive 
26th   1st Sunday of Lent 
28th    7.00pm  Joint Wardens’ Meeting, Park House,  
    Doveleys           
         7.30pm   Lent Course 2, St Peter’s 
29th  Ember Day 
         12.30pm    Lent Lunch, St Peter’s 
March   
2nd     7.30pm  Women’s World Day of Prayer Service,  
        The Methodist Chapel 
 

 
Every week in St Peter’s Church:-     
 

Mondays at 7.30pm   :    Bell Ringing Practice 
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Dear friends, 
 
Have you noticed how rarely political leaders say sorry if they 
get things wrong or their policies don't work out? The same could 
be said of bankers and other public figures. Accepting              
responsibility for our actions is often discouraged in our          
contemporary world as it can be interpreted as a sign of        
weakness. If you are involved in a road accident, insurance    
companies recommend that you exchange policy particulars with 
the other party but do not admit liability.  
 
This month marks the beginning of Lent, originally a period of 
preparation for baptism at Easter, but for centuries used as a time 
for self-examination and self-denial, as well as for study and 
finding out more about our Christian faith. The forty days reflect 
Jesus's own time of prayer and contemplation in the Judean     
wilderness, before returning to his own area of Galilee and      
proclaiming the message of the kingdom of God and the need for 
people to repent and believe. Repentance means more than being 
sorry, it is about a total change of direction in one's life. 
 
Being sorry for our actions and seeking forgiveness so we can 
make a new start has always been a feature of the Christian life. 
Whether in private confessions or in corporate acts of worship, 
the assurance of God's forgiveness is declared. This enables us, if 
we are sincere, to put the past behind us and move forward in our 
lives. However, seeking forgiveness is not about forgetting what 
we may have said or done, it is about owning up to our actions, 
learning from them and, if possible, doing things to put matters 
right. Far from being a sign of weakness, being sorry can be a  
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starting point from which we can eventually acquire new 
strength. The ministry of Jesus and his explanations of the     
kingdom speak of God's mercy and love and yet require also our 
own response of gratitude and love. The Lord's prayer asks, 
“Forgive us our trespasses (sins) as we forgive those who        
trespass (sin) against us.” 
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (22nd February) and on that day 
there will be celebrations of Holy Communion at Alton,        
Denstone and Mayfield . It is usual, at these services, for the     
ancient tradition of marking the forehead with the sign of the 
cross in ash to take place. Ash is a sign of penitence and        
mortality and gives the name to the day. Normally the ash is   
derived from the burning of the previous year's palm crosses. 
 
Do come along to one of these services and, during the season of 
Lent, why not join a study group, read a devotional book or find 
other opportunities to explore your faith a little further. We can 
always make a new start with our lives.  
      
Yours sincerely,  
 
Ray Owen.  

 
LENT APPEAL 2012 

 
At the time of writing we haven’t heard details of the 
Bishop’s Lent Appeal, and the PCC will not  be deciding 
whether to support that or another charity until 9th         
February.  Do lookout for details in the next two or three 
weeks. 
 
Also coming up - Lent Lunches, Lent Course and Holy 
Week Services - details soon 
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Rotas for February 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ALTON  Sidespersons 
  8.00 am 10.45 am 6:00 pm 
5th    L Pickering & B Easthill B Cooper 
12th J Hayhurst B & A Forrester  
19th   L & J Moorhouse P Tookey 
26th   O McMillan & A Rogers D Ratcliffe 
Mar 4th  S & R Aston B Cooper 

  Readers Offertory  
8th  All Age Worship All Age Worship 
12th A Walters & O McMillan  
19th A Forrester & B Forrester  
26th P Pickering & J Penrose N & D Goodwin 
Mar 4th All Age Worship All Age Worship 

  Prayer Leaders Communion Assistant 

5th  All Age Worship All Age Worship 
12th M Swales  
19th D Crawley  
26th B Stubbs A Walters & B Forrester 
Mar 4th All Age Worship All Age Worship 

  Church Cleaning   Brass Cleaning 
Feb 11th A & N Jefferyes Feb N Redfearn & L Pickering 
Feb 25th C Mellor & P Pickering Mar D Goodwin & B Easthill 
Mar 10th P Keates & Friends Apr W Walters & B Stubbs 
Mar 24th D Sale & L Knight     
Apr 7th S Aston & J Penrose   

BRADLEY  – Flowers 

February Susan Anderson 

March Jean Babb 
April Marion Eyre 
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Prayers for February 
prepared by Sheila Aston 

 
St Peter’s church is celebrating Valentine’s Day with a special 
service this month. 
 
So let us pray for LOVE – 
 
Let up pray that love is patient or inexhaustible. It never runs 
out; it never gives up. It patiently goes on loving, regardless of 
the response from the other person. 
 
Let up pray that love is kind or considerate. It is always looking 
our for ways in which it can offer practical help. It anticipates a 
person’s need in advance. 
 
Let us pray that love is not jealous. It does not mind when some-
one else has the limelight and popularity, or is given                 
respon-sibilities and privileges. It will continue to serve that    
person. 
 
Let us pray that love is not boastful. It is not anxious to impress. 
It will not talk too quickly about personal successes or spiritual 
experiences. It is much more concerned about the Lord and about 
other people. 
 
Let us pray that love is not arrogant. It does not cherish inflated 
ideas of its own importance. It will not exaggerate or blow its 
own trumpet. 
 
Let us pray that love is not rude. It is not vulgar or indecent. It is 
not flippant or foolish towards other people. 
 
Let us pray that love is not selfish. It does not insist on its own 
way. It accepts the situation for what it is, and works within those 
limitations. 
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Let us pray that love is not irritable or touchy. It is not easily 
rubbed up the wrong way. 
 
Let us pray that love is not resentful. It does not secretly list the 
faults and failings of others. It forgives and forgets. 
 
Let us pray that love does not rejoice at wrong. It does not gloat 
over the mistakes and sins of another person, in order to stand 
out in a better light itself. 
 
Let us pray that love rejoices in the right. It always sees the best 
in people, not the blemishes. It is always positive in thought, 
word and deed. 
 
Let us pray that love bears all things. Throws the cloak of si-
lence over what is displeasing in others, and accepting without 
grumbling the trials and difficulties of life. 
 
Let us pray that love believes all things. Trusts in God’s love, 
that in everything God works for good with those who love Him, 
even when there is nothing but darkness around. 
 
Let us pray that love hopes all things. Looks forward to the    
future glory God had promised to those who love Him. 
 
Let us pray that love endures all things. It is not shaken even in 
the worst of storms. It is steady and stable to the end. 
 
Let us pray Lord that we show love to our families, our 
neighbours, our work colleagues and others. Let us show the 
Lord’s love and let us be responsive to his love for us. 
 

Based on 1 Corinthians 13 v 4-7 
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NEWS FROM COTTON  
 
CAROL SERVICE 
 
Our Carol Service was held at 2.00 on the afternoon of Sunday, 
December 18th, when we were delighted to welcome members of 
St Wilfred’s Roman Catholic Church. Gordon Burgess-Parker, 
one of our Lay Readers, lit the Fourth Advent Candle before he 
led us in the Service which he had prepared. Ted Lees played the 
organ for our Carols and Clare Ash, Steve Ash, Diane Ball, 
Sheila Cooper, Irene Corden, Sam Mellor and Alan Oakden read 
the seven lessons.  
 
The service was followed by wine or orange juice, and mince 
pies and biscuits, which were enjoyed by all. 
 
Thank you to Ted and his son Richard for decorating the church 
so beautifully for the Festive Season. 
 
MOTHER’S UNION 
 
Our January meeting was held in church at 2.00 on the afternoon 
of January 9th. Mrs Sheila Aston was our visiting speaker and she 
also took the short service. Kath Walker read a short passage 
from Hebrews 11, and Ted played the organ for our hymns as 
usual.  
The talk was ‘A Journey of Faith’ and Sheila, authorized in    
Lichfield Cathedral as a Pastoral Care Minister last September 
after a two year course, told us of her journey to faith from a 
small child until the present time. She had spent time as a       
magistrate, and a member of the Alton Ministry Team before 
feeling God guiding her – as He has done throughout her life – to 
her present  Ministry. We had been given a sheet of paper to 
write down our own journey of faith as the talk progressed, from 
5 or 6 years old, then from 7 to 11 years old, then up to 18 and 
finally as adults. It was a most thought provoking activity and 
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  From the Registers 

 
 
Burial at St Peter’s 
 
21.12.11 Alan Heslop Brown (74) 
 
Marriage at St Peter’s 
 
31.12.11 John William James Allen 
  Melanie Susan Clemson 

 

afterwards, Margaret Burton thanked Sheila for an enthralling, 
amazing experience. 
 
Margaret then read out two cards she had received. The first one 
was a ‘Thank You’ from the guests for our Christmas Meeting in 
the Free Church in Oakamoor in December – a function likely to 
be held again next year as it was so popular, and one from the 
family of the late Patricia Haydon thanking for the care and love 
shown toTricia, by the members of the Cotton Mothers’ Union. 
 
Our next meeting will be on the afternoon of Monday, February 
13th at 2.00. 
 
Gillian Cooper 
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Proposed New Projector and screen for St Peter’s 
 

The PCC met on Tuesday 10th January to discuss the proposal to 
purchase and install a new projector and screen inside the 
Church. 
 
Currently, St Peter’s does not have a projector, and when one is 
used (e.g. The All Age Worship Service) we rely on the person 
taking that service, to provide and use their own projector. The 
Church does own a portable screen, but it is not in a good state of 
repair, and is troublesome to use. 
 
The PCC was unanimous in deciding that some action must be 
taken to resolve these issues, and then went on to discuss        
proposals received from 3 companies who specialise in supplying 
and installing this equipment.  
 
The PCC favour a screen which can be electrically lowered, and 
retracted for storage.  Based on recommendations and               
discussions, there are two suggested locations, either                
immediately behind the main arch of the Chancel, or on the next 
wood beam, some 8 ft nearer to the Altar. The majority of the 
PCC confirmed that the latter option was preferred. 
 
There were two proposed options for locating the projector.  The 
first option being from the ceiling at the front of the Church, and 
the second was at the back of the Church, near to the Bell Tower 
wall. The majority of the PCC favoured the site at the front of the 
Church, on proviso that a good quality image could be provided 
from that location. 
 
A sub committee was formed, who will now hold more detailed 
discussions and price negotiations with 2 of the 3 companies who 
expressed initial interest.  The 3rd Company was discarded on the 
basis that its quotation was more than twice as much as the other 
two.   

Chris Mellor 
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We all have problems! 
At Peter’s, Alton, we care about yours. 
 
Each month we pray for the residents in our parish and 
your road will be prayed for during one month throughout 
the coming year.  
 
If you have anything particular that you would like prayer 
for please put a note in the prayer box in Church, (all 
prayers will be treated with respect) or come along or email 
the vicar on briantopsey@googlemail.com. 
 
We meet in St Peter’s Church each Sunday at 10.45am.  
We have a Sunday school for children and small groups 
meeting in the area where people are exploring their faith 
and enjoy talking about new ideas for improving our lives. 
 
 

VILLAGE PRAYER THIS MONTH 
 
This month we are praying especially for ~ 
 

Castle Hill Road, Castle Hill,  
Town Head and Headland Way 

 
SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

 
Following my suggestion that some people might like to hold a 
social or fundraising event in their home, I am pleased to say that 
I have had one generous offer.  Thank you for that.  Would any-
one else like to offer?  It can be as big or as small as you like.  
Do remember that we will help you.  
           Brenda 
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When I speak to God as Father  
 

When I speak to God as Father,   OUR FATHER 
words get in the way -    IN HEAVEN  
I cannot think of all the things  
that I would like to say -      
 
How great he is, how wonderful,    
so loving, kind and  good.  
he loves me as his perfect child,  
even though I’m bad,  
and wants me, in response to that,  
to think of him as ‘Dad’. 
 
And yet he’s God beyond all knowledge;  HALLOWED  
Reigning over heaven and earth  BE YOUR NAME  
May all creation know and love Him   
Worship, praise and sing his worth.   
 
The world you made is beautiful   YOUR KINGDOM 
But we have spoilt it, Lord,   COME 
By greed, oppression, lack of love  YOUR WILL BE 
For you and humankind.   DONE ON EARTH  
But Father, may your kingdom come AS IT IS IN 
and heaven embrace this earth;  HEAVEN  
drive out the darkness, strife and sin - 
Your will be done – your rule of peace begin.  
 
 
Supply our needs – but not our greeds, GIVE  US TODAY 
Lord, teach us how to share    OUR DAILY  
with those whose lives are difficult. BREAD 
Teach us, Lord, to care.    
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Pardon the sins that blight our calling, FORGIVE US OUR 
 the wilfulness to which we’re prone SINS 
call us back through Christ our Saviour, 
 to be yours and yours alone. 
 .  
Dispel from us resentment, Lord,         AS WE FORGIVE 
and help us to forgive the hurts and pain        THOSE WHO SIN 
from others too, and make us whole again.     AGAINST US 
As Christ has freed us from our sins 
May they know that freedom too - 
The wonders of Christ’s saving grace 
And join with us in songs of praise 
To the glory of your name.  
 
Help us not to fail you, Lord. LEAD US NOT  
We pray we will stand strong INTO 
And seek your will, your purposes TEMPTATION 
And choose the right, from wrong. 
 
When tested Lord by evil powers  BUT DELIVER 
Beyond us and within, US FROM  
we pray your strength to keep us safe EVIL   
and shield us from all sin. 
 
O Sovereign Lord, our God and Father FOR THE 
Robed in Majesty and light KINGDOM, THE 
Power beyond our comprehension, POWER AND THE 
Love and gentleness and might GLORY ARE   
All creation bless our Father YOURS 
Lord of Lords and Heaven’s king        NOW AND   
Evermore to praise his glory,         FOR EVER  
Evermore our love to bring. 
 

                             Ann Jefferyes  
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St Valentine’s Story 
 
Let me introduce myself. My name is Valentine. I lived in Rome 
during the third century. Rome was ruled by Emperor Claudius II. 
(Claudius the Cruel some called him). He was having a difficult 
time getting young soldiers to join the military leagues. He be-
lieved that the reason men didn’t want to do this was that they did-
n’t wish to leave their loves or families. This infuriated him so he 
decided not to allow any more marriages. Young people thought 
this new law was cruel. I though it was preposterous and I certainly 
wasn’t going to support it. 
 
Did I mention I was a priest! One of my favourite tasks was to 
marry young couples. So, despite the new law I continued to marry 
people – secretly of course. It was really quite exciting. Imagine a 
small candlelit room with only the bride and groom and myself. 
We would whisper the words of the ceremony, listening all the 
while for the steps of soldiers. 
 
One night we did hear footsteps. It was scary! Thank goodness the 
couple I was marrying escaped in time. I was caught. Not as light 
on my feet as I used to be) I was thrown in jail and told that my 
punishment would be death. 
 
I tried to stay cheerful, and do you know what? Wonderful things 
happened. Many young people came to the jail to visit me. They 
threw flowers and notes up to my window. They wanted me to 
know that they too believed in love. 
 
One of these young people was the daughter of the prison guard. 
Her father allowed her to visit me in the cell. Sometimes we would 
sit and talk for hours. She helped me to keep my spirits up. She 
agreed that I did the right thing by ignoring the Emperor and going 
ahead with the secret marriages. On the day I was to die, I left my 
friend a little note thanking her for her friendship and loyalty. I 
signed it, “love from your Valentine.” 
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CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE 

 
Everyone needs a bit of romance in their life. At St Peter's Alton 
we want to celebrate that part of our life.  
 
Valentine's Day is coming up - and although Saint Valentine may 
have little to do with love - folklore has us celebrate on 14th Feb. 
 
In Church we will celebrate that God has made us able to feel 
love - and the joys it brings.   
 
There will be a celebration of marriage in Church at 10:45 on 
12th February, the Sunday before Valentine's day, with an        
opportunity for any married couples present to renew their vows 
to each other.  Invitations are being sent out to invite people   
married in the Church to come back and celebrate with us, but 
wherever married - this is an opportunity to celebrate. 
 
Many of the congregation are single, but we invite you to      
celebrate the romance you have known, and may yet know. 
 
The historic marriage registers of the Church will be brought 
from the Stafford Record office so we can browse through them, 
there will be refreshments after the service. 
 
I know we could have some couples present who have been  
married for over 60 years, perhaps we will ask who has been 
married the longest, or compare notes to see what has helped. Or 
offer pointers to those just starting out on their married life. 
 
Do come and join us. 
 
Brian Leathers (celebrated 25 years in 2011) 
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Interesting Statistics from the Church Times  
 
AVERAGE attendance at Church of England Sunday services continued to fall 
in 2010, but there was a significant increase in marriages, provisional figures 
released by Church House this week suggest. 
 
Average attendance at Sunday services dropped to 923,700 during 2010, having 
stood at 944,000 in 2009, and 960,000 in 2008. Average attendance each week 
(taking into account services not on a Sunday) dropped slightly to 1.116 million 
from 1.131 million in 2009, and 1.145 million in 2008. Average monthly     
attendance also dropped marginally in 2010 to 1.645 million, from 1.65 million 
in 2009. 
 
Marriages rose by four per cent in 2010 to 54,700, compared with 52,730 in 
2009. Church House said in a statement that this was “the biggest increase in 
any one year over the last ten years”. 
 
The research measured average Sunday and weekly attendance by identifying 
the average number of people attending services, typically over a four-week 
period in October. The earlier measure of “usual Sunday attendance” (uSa) was 
not used because the researchers did not regard it as statistically accurate. The 
average Sunday, weekly, and monthly attendance figures took into account 
Fresh Expressions services, but not chapel services in hospitals, educational and 
other institutions, nor international congregations. 
 
Child baptisms (defined as those of candid-ates aged from one to 12) increased 
by one per cent during 2010, to 43,850, compared with 43,480 in 2009; adult 
baptisms (of those aged 13 and over) also increased by one per cent in 2010 — 
to 11,160, compared with 11,010 in 2009. Infant baptisms, however, dropped 
by one per cent in 2010 to 83,260, compared with 83,820 in 2009.  Funerals in 
churches and in crematoria were down by two per cent and four per cent       
respectively. 
 
The first statistical analysis of the Fresh Expressions movement suggests that 
there are “at least 1000 C of E fresh expressions of church or new congrega-
tions”, a Church House statement said. About 30,000 people who do not attend 
traditional services go to fresh expressions each month, it says. This equates to 
about 40 people in each parish that participates in fresh expressions. More than 
half of the fresh-expressions initiatives are aimed at families with young       
children.  The Archbishops’ Missioner and leader of the Fresh Expressions 
team, the Rt Revd Graham Cray, said: “It’s inspiring to think how much has 
happened in so short a time. . . We are all running to keep up. This is hugely 
encouraging and is a major contribution to the re-evangelisation of our land.   
“However, it is just a beginning, this is not a quick fix and there is much more 
to do. Fresh expressions of church are one vital factor, but there is a long haul 
ahead of us.” 
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FOR YOUR DIARY IN 2012 
 

4th February        Rural Day, Alton Village Hall 
 
12th February        Celebration of Marriage, St Peter’s Church 
 
21st February            Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
28th February              Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
29th February             Lent Lunch, St Peter’s Church 
 
6th March                   Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
13th March                 Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
14th March                  Lent Lunch, St Peter’s Church 
 
20th March                  Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
27th March                  Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
28th March                  Lent Lunch, St Peter’s Church 
 
3rd April                      Lent Course, St Peter’s 
 
23rd March                  Barn Dance, Alton Village Hall 
 
2nd June                      Alton and Bradley Church Fete, Heaths’ 
    Field 
 
3rd June                       Fete Songs of Praise, Fete Marquee 
 
24th-27th August         Flower Festival, St Peter’s Church 
 
28th September              Harvest Supper, Alton Village Hall 
 
30th September                Harvest Festival Services, Alton & Bradley 
 
17th November                 Auction of Promises, Alton Village Hall 
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Revised Information 

 

Parish News is published by the Alton with Bradley PCC 
(Church of England) Parish. The views expressed by              
contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial 
team or the publisher.  Way of sending material for           
inclusion in Parish News to the editorial team is by e-mail to 

anne.rogers5@btopenworld.com 

CAROL SERVICE COLLECTION 
 

You will remember that the PCC had agreed to give the Carol 
Service collection to the  
 

PETRA SCHOOLS in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe  
 

On the Sunday following the PCC’s decision we were visited at 
St Peter’s by the Rev’d Chris Hingley, Rector of the Petra 
Schools, who gave us graphic details of the situation in          
Zimbabwe.  People were obviously so moved by what they heard 
that the amount sent to the Petra Schools was an amazing 
£925.00. 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed 
 

From the Rev’d Chris Hingley :- 
 
Dear Brenda, 
 
That is amazing.  We are really overwhelmed by the generosity of 
this response, and we do thank God for all those who attended 
the Carol Service and were moved to help us.  Would you be able 
to pass on our thanks to them? 
 
With warmest thanks and good wishes, 
Chris Hingley 
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         St Peter’s CE (A) First School, Alton 

 
 
 

Following our Christmas break we welcomed Miss Donna 
Rogers, our new Class 1 teacher. We hope she will be very happy 
here! 
 
We continue to pride ourselves on involving the children as much 
as we can in extra curricula activities, concerts, services and    
presentations, enabling them to display their many talents. I hope 
many of you enjoyed our Christmas production, ‘Rock Around 
the Flock!’ 
 
At the end of last term, Alton Towers generously donated Splash 
Landings tickets which gave a tremendous boost to our fund-
raising efforts this year. In addition, they donated toys to be used 
in a toy sale and invited the older children to visit Shark Bait 
Reef.  We are grateful to them for their support of the school. 
 
Christmas activities included a whole school visit to the Regent 
Theatre to see Aladdin, Christmas Dinner and a visit from Father 
Christmas!  In addition, the School Association organised a     
successful Christmas Bingo which raised £162.50. Advance     
notice of the next function…. Swinging 60’s Band at Alton     
Village Hall on Saturday, 31st March 2012. Contact the school on 
01538 702321 for further details and ticket information. 
 
Congratulations once again to Scarlett Martin in Year 4. Her    
photograph entitled ‘Early Birds’ has been judged as runner up in 
the under 12’s category of the RSPCA Young Photographer 
Awards 2011. The competition was sponsored by Warners     
Midlands. She attended the awards ceremony at the Tower of 
London in December. 
 



 

22 

The main topics this term are: 
 Class 1 – Homes long ago 
 Class 2 – Invaders (with an emphasis on Vikings) 
 
The School Council members this half term are: 
 
 Year 4  Alex Shaw  Samuelle Johnson 
 Year 3  Poppy Barker      Tommy Mangan 
 Year 2  Evie Robins  Harry Gibson 
 Year 1  Harriet Ratcliffe Alistair Dawson 
 
By the time you read this the children in Year 2 will have taken 
part in a football skills coaching session delivered by Stoke City 
FC Community coaches in conjunction with the Co-Operative 
Bank. The children will receive a certificate and group photo-
graph.  A Christingle Service was held in St Peter’s Church on 
Sunday, 15 January. The children made their Christingles in 
school and lit them in church during the service.  

 

Casual Help required ……. 
 

Is there anyone who would be willing to join our reserve lunch-
time supervisor list? As a reserve you will be most likely called 
upon at short notice. You would be needed between 12 and 1pm, 
need to complete a CRB Enhanced Disclosure and the rate of pay 
will be £6.63 per hour. Please contact Mrs Pemberton on 01538 
702321. 
 
‘Busy Bodies’, our Out of Hours Club is open to all children, 
aged 3 to 11years, during term time and opens from 7.50am to 
8.50am and again from 3.15pm to 6.00pm for a variety of        
activities including crafts, games and outdoor play. These fun 
sessions are led by Mrs Morag Pepper. 
 
As we wish to plan ahead and also keep parents informed of 
forthcoming activities, if you know of anyone in the area with a 
pre-school child please let us know so that we can forward a 
school prospectus. We continue to welcome pre-school children  
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 and their parents into school on Thursday afternoons for our 
Playmates session between 2.30pm and 3.10pm for story time 
and a variety of play activities for the children, and social time 
for the parents. These sessions are designed to create a familiarity 
with staff, pupils and surroundings in preparation for the children 
starting school. Please mention Playmates to any parents with 
young children not yet associated with the school.  
 
Please ensure you have completed an ‘Expression of interest 
form’ available from the office if your child is due to start school 
in September 2013. This DOES NOT guarantee a place but     
ensures we are able to forward a Local Authority application at 
the appropriate time. 
 
 
�

 

 
LUNCH - the first Thursday in every month 
 
After communion and coffee you are welcome to join a 
group of us at The Gallery on the Denstone Road, for       
fellowship and food (eg a bowl of soup/or more). 
 
A table has been reserved for us for the first Thursday in 
every month. Ten of us enjoyed our first visit in January. We 
hope you will be able to join us as all are welcome. 
 
Sheila 
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    Men in General 
 
Friday 2 nd March 8pm in Alton Village Hall 

 
'extremely funny and massively melodic’ Niels Eiriksson the 

Spectater 
 

This superb all male five-piece à capella band talk and sing 
Marvin Gaye, Joe Jackson, Coope Boyes & Simpson, Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, Stephen Stills, Billy Joel, The Beach Boys, The 
Spooky Men’s Chorale, Brian Patten and other top lyrics. The 
singing is first class with loads of fun and frolics thrown in. 

They are a singing barometer of blokedom, with interesting      
perspectives on raised beds and topical issues such as the green 
debate and transition strategies! There'll be tonnes of witty banter 
as these guys love to clown around and adopt comical characters 
between songs. 

Come and enjoy a night out in a local venue – easy to get to, free 
parking or walk and lots of good company and laughs. 
 

**** SPECIAL OFFER **** 
Book and pay for a table of 8 tickets together before the night  

and get a bottle of wine to enjoy - we’ll also reserve you a table! 
 

‘a cross between Monty Python and a Barber Shop Quartet’ … 
‘I haven’t seen my husband laugh like that in ages’ Audience 

comments 
 

Tickets available from Alton Post Office,  
Sue Green (01538 703222/ Gorstycote@f2s.com) and  
Linda Goodwin (01538 703104).                          Licensed Bar. 
www.meningeneral.org.uk www.liveandlocal.org.uk 
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     ALTON CHRISTIANS TOGETHER 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary : 
 
Men’s Breakfast  Saturday, 4th February, 8.00am 
    24 Glen Drive 
 
Praise & Worship Alton Christians Together with Liv ing 
    Word Christian Church 
    6.30pm at Methodist Chapel 
 
Contact :  Ken 702556 

              
             AGLOW INTERNATIONAL 
 
      ALTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

        
Wednesday,  8th February, 7.30pm 

 

 
Speaker ~ RUTH KAYE  

Former President of Aglow Midlands Area 
 
 

Aglow International is open to women of all denominations 
and of no denomination 
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Vicar      The Rev’d Brian Leathers  01538 702469 
     email : briantopsey@googlemail.com 
 
Minister based at Mayfield The Rev’d Ray Owen  01335 347402 
 
Minister based at Denstone The Rev’d John Richardson 01889 590266 
     e-mail l3jwr@btinternet.com 

 
       At St Peter’s & St Leonard’s 

 
Readers    Mrs Joy Leathers   702469   
     Mrs Linda Pickering  702189 
 
Pastoral Care Minister  Mrs Sheila Aston   702367  
   
Local Ministry Team  Mrs Sheila Aston   702367 
     Rev’d Ann Jefferyes  702150 
     Mrs Linda Goodwin  703104 
     Mrs Olive McMillan  702519 
     Mrs Linda Pickering  702189  
     Miss Brenda Stubbs  702542 
     Mr Michael Swales   703348 
 
Churchwardens 
ALTON    Mr Arthur Forrester  702272 
     Mr Chris Mellor   702640 
      
BRADLEY    Mr Don Burton   753864 
     Mr Robert Burton          (01889) 507071 
 
Organists    Mr Mark Goodhew (Alton)  (01889) 590882 
     Mr Fred Eyre (Bradley)   702399 
           
Ringing Master   Mr Alan Walters   702888 
 
St. Peter’s C of E  School  Miss Caroline Gregory (Head.) 702321 
  
Parish  Administrator   Miss Brenda Stubbs  702542 
 

other Churches in the Weaver Group 
All Saints, Denstone 
St Peter’s, Ellastone 
St Mary’s, Stanton 

St John the Baptist, Mayfield 
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